CHAPTER  XIII
MORE FORENSIC TRIUMPHS
THERE was one advantage in briefing Carson which
English solicitors did not fail quickly to observe and to ap-
preciate : he hardly ever did more than one case at a time.
He never used a " devil " to represent him while he was en-
gaged in another Court: if two cases clashed he returned
one of them. He is the only great counsel whose sense of
honour to his clients imposed this iron rule strictly on him-
self, without which he would have at least doubled his
business. As a young man he had observed the contemptuous
glances and smiles on the faces of the jury when some dis-
tinguished advocate came in and tried to pick up the case
in the middle without hearing any of the evidence, which
might easily have changed the whole course of the case. He
maintained this rule till the end, and this was why, maybe,
clients were willing to raise their fees to such a high figure
if only they could induce him to go into Court for them ;
for, once he could be brought to this stage, he never went
away. During his last years at the Bar, when he was engaged
in a long cause celebre with nearly all the other leaders of the
Bar bustling in and out of the Court around him, he over-
heard one member of the jury say to another, one morning
before the hearing was resumed, " That old Carson sticks
to his case better than any of them." In those early days,
Carson led the most exacting life physically : he would, if
he was fortunate, leave the House of Commons a little after
midnight. He would rise day after day before it was light at
about 4.15 a.m. and work on his briefs by candlelight till it
was time for him to go to the Temple.
Although briefs had been flowing into Dr. Johnson's
Buildings very satisfactorily, his name was not widely known,
except as a promising political figure, to the legal people till
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